
Mary Helen Olinger Lawrence
March 2, 1932 - August 26, 2023

Mary “Helen” Olinger Lawrence passed peacefully from this world and went to
be with her Lord and Savior on August 26, 2023. Heaven has received a most
precious angel. Helen was surrounded by a band of angels as the Lord
reached down and took her home. 

 

Helen found her greatest happiness in her family. She shared 64 wonderful
years with her husband and closest companion, Allen Lee Lawrence, who
passed away on November 8, 2016. She was also a loving mother to Ronnie
Lawrence and his wife Cindy, as well as Nancy Lawrence Cornelio and her
husband Chuck. Her heart swelled with pride for her grandchildren Jake Wood
and Erika Sloan, along with their respective spouses Brandi Wood and Blake
Sloan. Among the sources of her joy were also her great- grandchildren,
Breanna and Lawrence Wood. Helen's family circle included her cherished
sisters, Jean Justice and Evelyn Johnson, while her brother Joe Olinger had
previously passed away. 

 

Helen attended Moncure High School where she was named most athletic
woman and biggest flirt her senior year. She then attended Hardbarger
Business College. Helen was the customer service manager at Almay
Cosmetics for nearly two decades. She and Allen decided life was short, so
she retired and they moved to the coast where they lived for 10 years. They
moved back home to Apex when she became a “Granny.” After moving back



they bought an RV and traveled the country over the years, often taking Jake
and Erika with them on their adventures. 

 

The true richness of her life was evident in the time, energy, and love that she
invested in her family, friends, and Apex community. She was the best Granny
to Jake, Erika, Breanna and Lawrence. Their memory banks are overflowing
and will last them a lifetime. She cared deeply about her friends and
neighbors. She and Allen were always wanting to help and care for others
rather than others helping them. Helen was civic minded, working the voting
polls, and volunteering at the Mebopane Mission House for nearly 20 years
(she was the oldest volunteer there). She volunteered and participated with
the Apex Golden Agers group for many years. Helen was faithful to her church
and her church family, attending Apex Baptist Church for over 60 years. Her
passion for fun was bingo. She played at least once a week and she actually
won $50 shortly before she passed. 

 

Helen was a phenomenal cook. She loved to cook and have family meals.
She’s “famous” in the Apex community for her annual Christmas sugar
cookies. Everyone always looked forward to receiving their tin of cookies 

 

We have all learned about true love and faith from Helen. Faithful to herself,
her family, her friends, her church and above all to her Lord and Savior. All
those whose lives she touched will remain eternally blessed. 

 

A Commemoration of Life Ceremony will take place at 11 am on Wednesday
within Apex Baptist Church, located at 110 S. Salem St. in Apex. Following the
service, there will be an opportunity for all to come together in fellowship,
sharing stories and memories as we honor a life well-lived and lunch will be
provided. 

 

The family request in lieu of flowers, memorials should be made to the



Mabopane Foundation, 3913 Hwy 64W, Apex, NC 27523.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

AUG 30. 11:00 AM (ET)

Apex Baptist Church
110 S. Salem St
Apex, NC 27502

Reception

AUG 30. 12:00 PM (ET)

Apex Baptist Church
110 S. Salem St
Apex, NC 27502
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C.P. "Toby" Holleman Jr. - August 30, 2023 at 02:19 PM

Neighbor Nancy, Ronnie, and offspring, 
 Along with my wife Connie, I wish to express our condolences to

you for the loss of your family "matriarch." Helen was a really nice
lady, and most pleasant to chat with. I did not get to know her as
well as your father, Allen Lee. But then he was my first (Boy)
Scoutmaster and a terrific teacher of how to survive in the great
outdoors. I guess, then, that I should express my gratitude to his
"better half" for giving her partner "time off" from home duties to
lead us on camping trips on quite a few weekends in the mid-1960s.
Those are some of the best memories of my childhood. I am
thankful for both of your parents, and for what they contributed to
making our Town a better place in which to live. I hope you are
comforted by many fond memories of them both. God bless you.

Faye Mitchell Dasen - August 29, 2023 at 04:54 PM

Sending you sympathy on the loss of your mother. She and your
dad and my parents enjoyed many fun times together over the
years. They say that as long as someone says your name that you'll
never be forgotten, and I'm sure you too and your families will
ensure that her name and stories will be repeated often.

August 29, 2023 at 01:41 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Mary Helen Olinger Lawrence.
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August 29, 2023 at 01:41 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Mary Helen Olinger Lawrence.

August 28, 2023 at 11:20 PM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Mary Helen Olinger Lawrence.

Love from your Florida Family - August 28, 2023 at 02:21 PM

Love from your Florida Family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Helen Olinger Lawrence.

Love from your Florida Family - August 28, 2023 at 02:21 PM

Love from your Florida Family purchased the Pin
k Tribute Spray for the family of Mary Helen
Olinger Lawrence.

https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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August 28, 2023 at 01:50 PM

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Mary Helen Olinger Lawrence.

Pam Richings - August 27, 2023 at 03:16 PM

Sending prayers to Nancy and Ronnie and all the family. Helen lived
a full life and was an incredibly strong woman, strong in faith and
love. She will be greatly missed and will never be forgotten.

Ruth Dawson Achurch - August 27, 2023 at 08:02 AM

Mary Helen and Allen Lee Lawrence were bright examples of what
human beings should be. They sought out those who were needed
blessings. They visited and shared what they had with others. They
blessed our family often with their love and kindness. May God
Bless the family at this time. They are together now rejoicing in
God's love.

https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

