
Elizabeth "Liz" Whaling
February 11, 1923 - March 29, 2018

Eugenia Elizabeth “Liz” Coble Whaling was born on February 11, 1923 in
Youngsville, NC and died on March 29, 2018 at Avendelle Assisted Living in
Cary, NC. She was predeceased by her husband of 62 years, Charles John
“Chuck” Whaling, last July. Also predeceasing Liz were her father, Reverend
Thomas Stanley Coble, mother, Ila Elizabeth Harkey Coble, and four siblings:
James Buchanan Coble, Edgar Moody Coble, Thomas Stanley Coble, Jr., and
Mary Catherine Fern Coble Culbreth. She is survived by her devoted son
Jonathan Charles “Jon” Whaling of Apex, NC and granddaughters, Melissa
Lee Whaling and Laura Kathryn Whaling. Also surviving Liz are nieces Ann
Coble Smith of Durham, Nancy Coble Damon of Charlottesville, and Cynthia
“Cindy” Culbreth Withers of Charlotte; and nephews David "Cully" Culbreth of
Denver, Richard "Rick" Culbreth of Denver, and Bill Coble of Durham. 

Liz was raised by her family in Durham, attending E.K. Powe School and
Durham High School. As a daughter of a Methodist minister, she was able to
attend Duke University Woman’s College tuition free, and graduated with an
AB degree in English in 1945. While at Duke, Liz sang in the Chapel Choir.
After graduation she worked as a secretary for a medical department at Duke
Hospital. She eventually moved to Rochester NY to be closer to her sister
Fern. There Liz met and married Chuck in 1955 after a whirlwind romance.
Immediately afterwards, they moved to Maple Glen, PA, where Jon was born
in 1959. The family also lived briefly in Ellicottville, NY, before settling in



Ridgefield, CT for many years. There Liz worked as secretary to the
Superintendent of Schools in Wilton and also in administrative support for IBM
Instruments in Danbury. 

After retiring in 1993, Liz and Chuck moved to Fearrington Village, NC to be
closer to their son and his family. Retirement created a new life that included
worldwide travel, community service, and time for granddaughters, old
hobbies and new friendships. Liz played bridge regularly and she and Chuck
often hosted cocktail parties in their “close”. Liz was a volunteer reading tutor
at the Perry W. Harrison Elementary School in Chatham County. She also was
a volunteer driver with Fearrington Cares and worked at the Chatham Habitat
for Humanity Restore in Pittsboro. Liz and Chuck were active members of
Duke University Chapel, where she served in the prayer ministry, which she
kept up after moving to assisted living. Liz and Chuck also served meals at
the Durham Rescue Mission. Liz enjoyed playing puzzles and games,
especially with her granddaughters. 

Liz was an extremely devoted daughter, wife, mother, and grandmother. She
led a life of sacrificial love and service and exhibited a warm and charming
personality. She was genuinely interested in others and enjoyed both light and
serious conversation. Though dementia hampered her ability to speak during
her last years of her life, she never let it affect her sense of humor or tendency
to tease her caregivers. She brightened the room with her character even
without saying a word. Her sweet and easy going nature will be forever
cherished by family, friends, and caregivers. 

 

A memorial service will be held at Duke Chapel at 4:00 PM on May 4, 2018. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Liz’s memory to The Friends of the
Duke Chapel Fund.
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Memorial Service

MAY 4. 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)

Duke University Chapel
401 Durham Dr
Durham, NC 27708
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Linda Gauger - April 23, 2018 at 10:18 AM

Oh that smile when I walked into any of her homes. She could say
volumes with her facial expressions! I miss our visits but also know
she is at peace and happy to be walking with Chuck again in
Heaven. Love & Peace, Linda

Cynthia Mack - April 18, 2018 at 09:12 AM

A Beautiful Angel., missed each and everyday I look and she's not
there, but will always be my Angel and in my Heart. Liz family
became mine. Mr. Jon is our Jewel always the Awesome Son. Liz
made life so easy at Avendelle. Very pleasant with lots of smiles,
hugs and love. I got love pats from her everyday/ Me and Liz started
at Avendelle together. We were the first to be and live at Avendelle
it was a new Home that opened June 17, 2018. Me and Lizzy pooh
got to know and love on one another, She was the only Resident
here with me for about 3 weeks. 

  
Amazing Women with less words but beautiful Jesters. The staff
loved Liz. Liz heart was so big and amaziing. Cared for the other
residents in a special way. Even trying to feed them when they
wouldn't eat and share her food to make me think she ate it LOL.
Liz would not eat until all was at the table especially her fried Agnes.
What a Joy. When Liz could walk she would try to out walk me to
show me "I Got This" Amazing strong Women. Liz loved God, She
would let me sing to her, wow she made me think I could sing, "The
look on Her face was Beautiful. 

  
I'm truly missing my Baby...Jon and family very deeply sorry for your
loss, but now you Father has his Angel with him. They are together
forever. I Love you All. Always in my Thoughts and Prayerss
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Jon Whaling - April 20, 2018 at 09:10 PM

Thank you Miss Cynthia! May her love and spirit live on in you forever.
I cannot express how much you and the staff at Avendelle meant to my
mom and me these past 9 months.

Douglas Cromwell - April 05, 2018 at 11:56 AM

On behalf of Avendelle Assisted Living we would like to pass along
our sincerest sympathy and condolences to all of her family
members and friends! She was loved by all that knew her and will
certainly be missed!
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Jon Whaling - April 20, 2018 at 09:11 PM

Thank you Doug. We were truly blessed to have the opportunity to be
in the Avendelle family these past 9 months.


