Doris Nutt Sears
June 3, 1928 - June 16, 2022

— Doris Nutt Sears, age 94, a resident of Searstone Retirement Community, passed away
to her eternal home with her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on June 16, 2022. She was a
native of Wake County, NC, and grew up in the rural Carpenter community. She was
baptized at Good Hope Baptist Church, where she was a lifelong active member serving
in many different areas but especially with GAs, nursery, and all food serving occasions.
Doris’ life served as an excellent example to follow for selfless love and service to her
family, friends, church, and her extended community.

Born the youngest child of the late William Frederick Nutt and Gladys Carpenter Nutt, she
married Raeford Lee Sears on July 2, 1949, at Good Hope Baptist Church. They were
married for 51 years before his death in 2000. Three brothers and four sisters also
preceded her in death. Doris lived her entire life within a 10 mile radius of her homeplace.
In 2014, she moved from her home of 65 years to Searstone. There she made many
friends in her new “community.” She was an avid gardener and enjoyed tending her
vegetables, plants and flowers at both of her homes. Another of her favorite activities was
sewing, making clothes for her daughters early on, and later sewing small stuffed animals
for children at WakeMed Pediatric Emergency Department with a group of friends at
Searstone.

Doris graduated from Green Hope High School in 1945 and completed additional training
at Croft Business College in Durham, NC. She managed to balance her work as a wife
and mother with full time “public” work. After 22 years of service to the US government,
she retired on December 1, 1989, from the Department of Health and Human Services,
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), Research Triangle Park, NC and was
recognized as a recipient of the 1989 director’s award in Data Processing and Statistical
Computing.

Surviving are her daughters, Stephanie Sears Yates, and husband, Woody Herman Yates
of Cary; Vickie Sears Ryals, and husband, Charles Leon Ryals of Fuquay-Varina, and
Stephanie’s son, Matthew Tyler Yates, and wife Lauren of Raleigh, and their sons, Tyson



Franklin Yates, and Anderson Raeford Yates; and Vickie’s son, Kenneth Allen Ryals, and
wife Shannon of Georgetown, SC.

The family wishes to express their heartfelt appreciation to Dr. Richard Daw, WakeMed
Cary Hospital and the staff at Searstone for their kind and loving care provided to Doris.

On Monday, June 20th at 1:00 PM, a celebration of Doris’ life will be held in the sanctuary
of Good Hope Baptist Church with burial at the Good Hope Baptist Church cemetery.
Following interment, the family will receive friends in the Family Life Center at the church.

Memorial contributions are appreciated and may be directed to the Building Expansion
Fund at Good Hope Baptist Church, 6628 Good Hope Church Road, Cary, NC 27519.

“My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from Him. He alone is my rock and
my salvation; He is my fortress, | will never be shaken.” Psalm 62:1 — 2



Cemetery Details

Good Hope Baptist Church Cemetery

6628 Good Hope Church Rd
Cary, NC 27519

Previous Events

Funeral Service

JUN 20. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Good Hope Baptist Church
6628 Good Hope Church Rd
Cary, NC 27519

Visitation

JUN 20. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Good Hope Baptist Church
6628 Good Hope Church Rd
Cary, NC 27519



Tribute Wall

Ms. Doris always greeted you with a hug and a big smile. She taught me as girl in
GA's at Good Hope, and she became a blessing to our family after grandma
passed away. | know she is walking the streets of gold, celebrating with old
friends and loved ones from Carpenter. But | also know she will be greatly
missed. Sending love and prayers to you Vickie and Stephanie!

Amanda Stanley Gilliam - July 02, 2022 at 08:50 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Doris Nutt Sears.

June 20, 2022 at 09:41 AM

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased for the family
of Doris Nutt Sears.

June 20, 2022 at 08:25 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Doris Nuftt
Sears.

June 20, 2022 at 08:11 AM


https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakefuneral.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Wake Funeral & Cremation Services, Inc. - June 19, 2022 at 12:53 PM

Mrs Sears was such a wonderful lady who brightened my day with a smile and
sweet hello. She gave so much to so many in sewing and serving others for
years. Deepest condolences to all the family and she will be missed by all of us.
Jerry and Terri Hamm

Jerry and Terri Hamm - June 19, 2022 at 01:48 AM

| am so sorry to learn of Doris’s death. We worked together at NCHS for many
years.Her sweet spirit and cooperative attitude endeared her to all. She was the
“cheese straw” queen with those delectable, melt in your mouth tidbits. It was not
a decent party, wedding, shower, etc. without them. Patricia W. Day

Patricia Day - June 19, 2022 at 01:21 AM

I loved Doris Sears! She came to my bible study for many years-always willing to
serve when there were opportunities. She was such a help to me and my
daughter when it came to sewing. | can sew basics but she had a gift! She altered
many things for my daughter! She was a sweet lady and will be missed., but |
know she’s dancing for joy by her saviors side!

Robin Clow - June 18, 2022 at 10:23 AM



Stephanie and Vickie, | am so sorry to hear your mom is gone. She was always
very special person to me. In later years each time | saw her, she reminded of my
aunt. Same height, same size. | told her after my aunt passed, she was a good
memory of Ara. | didn't know they were the same age until | read your mom's
birthday. It's very sad to see the wonderful people of Carpenter pass. Prayers to
all the family.

Joyce Davis - June 18, 2022 at 07:49 AM



